2015 Oakhill Organics CSA Information

Dear friends,

Prepare yourself: 2015 (our tenth season!) is going to be an awesome year for our farm. We are unveiling a new improved CSA program that will bring together all the best components of everything we’ve done so far! Much of this experience will be familiar to everyone, with a few tweaks that we believe will put smiles on everyone’s faces and put new delicious farm foods on many tables.

One awesome CSA program ~ Back to multiple share sizes & flexibility
First, of all, we will once again have one CSA program, with one pick-up per week. Everyone involved will have access to our full range of food products. Here’s how it will work:

The base of our program will be our successful and popular 45-week long vegetable CSA. In 2015, we’re going back to offering share sizes and flexibility. When you sign up, you choose your share size based on the number of “items” you want to select each week from our harvest offerings. An “item” would be a standard and useful unit for that veggie: for example, a plentiful bunch of kale, 1.5 lbs carrots, a cabbage, 1.5 lbs tomatoes, 2-3 apples, etc. When you come to pick-up each week, you will assemble your own share based on what we have available and the number of items you have purchased. We plan to bring enough variety each week that folks can find what they are looking for.

Improved pick-up location in downtown Mac!
Our pick-up will be at a new improved location — this is still in the works, but it is most likely going to be a storefront space in downtown McMinnville. We will provide exact details in your confirmation materials. This will be spot that we will be able to tailor for our use and make extra comfy and inviting for you, our members. Pick-up will be Thursday afternoons, from 2 – 7 pm (a longer window to accommodate more people coming through and folks with varying schedules).

Access to other farm products too! Eggs, grains, nuts & extra fruit!
In addition to finding your vegetables, each week at pick-up we will also have other foods available for purchase: eggs, oat and corn flours, walnuts, and extra fruit (for folks who like to buy this in bulk quantities). On your sign-up form, we’ve asked you to estimate your interest in these extra items so that we can plan how much to produce and bring each week.

Opportunity to order bulk veggies and fruit too (or do u-pick)!
You will also have the opportunity to order ahead of time larger quantities of vegetables for putting up or storage — we will include an availability list with our weekly newsletter email each week; place an order and we’ll bring it to pick-up! Or, if you prefer, during the summer we’ll offer some u-pick opportunities on the farm itself (at a reduced price per lb) — a unique opportunity to pick your canning foods in an organic environment.

Meat available for purchase in 2015
We will also have pork, lamb and beef available for you to purchase for your freezer. We will sell the pork and lamb in halves and whole portions, and the beef in quarters, halves, and wholes. We will also have batches of roasting chickens available throughout the season and turkeys for Thanksgiving. All of these animals will require advance notice with a deposit — priority for purchase will be given to CSA members. See the sign-up form for more details and our website for more information about our livestock operation and the meat.

Goat milk possibly too!
Finally, we are still working through the details on this one, but aim to have goat milk available for purchase at pick-up starting in late spring. More information will come as this enterprise develops.

A Full Diet experience for all!
So, in 2015, you will have the unique opportunity to buy the bulk of your food from one Yamhill County farm, selecting the items and quantities that work best for your household and its particular appetites and preferences! 

More on-farm opportunities
But there are other fun things in the works for 2015: For the first time ever, we’re planning to organize several work parties here on the farm so that you can come out and more fully connect to the place that feeds you. We’ll follow each work party with a potluck, so we can enjoy each other’s company while savoring the delights of the season. We’ll also host our two annual CSA open houses, including another awesome outdoor concert at our pumpkin patch event in October.

Organic certification again in 2015
Also, 2015 is the year our farm is going to pick back up our organic certification. After taking three years off, we are excited to put our ducks in order and give our healthy growing methods the official “organic” label once again (since that is how he we have always farmed!). The crops will be certified in 2015, and we will consider the process of certifying our livestock in 2016. 

And a new cookbook!
And, I’m still working on a farm cookbook to share with you in 2015 (I am still taking submissions, by the way!). This will be a gift to all 2015 members, available probably in the spring.

This food is amazing
Those are the basic details, but before signing off on all this 2015 info, I also wanted to say a word about all these other farm products (eggs, meat, grains, etc.) and where they come from. We grow all of them here on our farm on Grand Island. More details about each food item can be found on our website (I didn’t want to overwhelm this season summary), but suffice to say that every single item has been very carefully selected and grown for absolute peak health for everyone — health for the land, the plants, the animals, the human eaters. Additionally, they are all exceptionally tasty foods, the likes of which simply cannot be purchased elsewhere. The longer our own family consumes these farm fresh seasonal foods as the base of our diet, the more we love them and find them to be an integral part of our household’s daily joys. I cannot emphasize enough: these are fundamentally different foods. They are vibrant with health and flavor and consuming them will change your life. Really. We are excited to share them with our entire CSA community beginning in 2015.

Commit now; pay in 2015
Phew! That’s quite a lot of news regarding next season! Please see the sign-up form for more details re: pricing and season calendar, etc. Take some time to consider what you’d like to purchase in 2015 — some of the items are a commitment, and in other cases we are just asking for your best estimate.

To sign-up, please fill out the form and return it to us this year. You can bring it to pick-up or mail it to us: Oakhill Organics, P.O. Box 1698, McMinnville OR 97128.

No money is necessary now! We will contact you just after the New Year with an official invoice and more details regarding the season (including exact location for pick-up).

Please let us know if you have any questions! We are so excited about this upcoming season. We hope you are too!

Your farmers, Katie & Casey Kulla

2015 Oakhill Organics CSA Details & Sign-up Form
Pick-up: Thursdays, 2 - 7 pm

Season length: Jan 15 - Nov 17 (45 weeks)

Location: To be determined location in downtown McMinnville

1. Sign the CSA agreement: “YES! I/We commit to participating in the Oakhill Organics 2015 CSA season. I/We commit to paying the balance below according to my/our selected payment schedule in exchange for 45 weeks of delicious seasonal vegetables. I/We understand that Oakhill Organics is committed to providing 45 weeks of quality produce; and I/we also understand that some factors are beyond the farmers’ control.”
__________________________________________
________________

Signature







Today’s date

2. Provide your up-to-date contact info:


Name(s):


Address:


Email:


Phone:

3. Choose your share size option for 2015:

We’ve provided some suggestions, but you can choose your own custom weekly share size.

__ Medium share (5 items/week) ~ $675
__ Large share (8 items/week) ~ $1080
__ X-Large share (12 items/week) ~ $1620

__ The “WOOHOO-Veggies!” share (25 items/week) ~ $3375

__ Custom share size (you choose number of veg items/week)

____ items x $135 = $_______
4. Choose your 2015 CSA payment plan:


___ Single payment: $ __________

___ Five payments: Your total $ __________ / 5 = $ _________ per payment

(Payments due every nine weeks: January 15, March 19, May 21, July 30, and October 1)
Do you need a different payment plan???? Talk to us!

These are the simplest units for us, but we will accept payment in smaller units if needed!
If signing up before Dec 31, 2014, please include no money with your form.

We will mail you your confirmation invoice and other info on January 2.

Your first payment is due to us by January 15, 2015! If you are reserving meat, please also include your deposits with your CSA payment. Thank you!
This CSA is the base of your eating experience with our farm in 2015.

Remember to turn this form over to plan the other exciting parts of your season!

Other tasty farm foods ~ Plan your adventure here!

To learn more about these unique products, please visit our website: www.oakhillorganics.com
Estimate your weekly egg, grain, nut, and goat milk purchases (this is not a commitment! It just helps us know what to bring and gives you an idea of prices ahead of time. Availability will vary seasonally to some extent):
___ dozen eggs / week ($6/dozen)

___ lbs of oat flour / week ($5/lb)

___ lbs of corn flour or polenta / week ($5/lb)

___ lbs of walnuts in the shell / week ($5/lb)

___ jars goat milk / week ($9 / half gallon jar) ~ to be available late spring

Extra fruit and vegetables will be available for bulk purchases as well, but we do not need estimates for those at this time!

Farm meat information & ordering (more info on website!)
Want to sign up for our CSA but need more time to think about meat? That’s fine! Reserve when you are ready. We will offer meat all year, but it will be available on a first-come, first-served basis for our slaughter schedule (which will be 2-3 animals/week or a batch of meat birds). Reserve early to guarantee your spot!

Please indicate your preferred timing for receipt of your meat. Prices include processing costs (this is not usually the case for farm-purchased meat — often there is an additional “kill fee” and processing fee per lb). Non-refundable deposits required at time of reservation (deposits vary; see below). Final cost calculated based on hanging weight + organs (if you want organs!), minus the price of your deposit.

Fill out form by writing ½ or 1 (or more) in appropriate boxes. We will contact you about exact scheduling, organs and aging preference. *For turkeys, please note whether you prefer a MEDIUM bird (under 20 lbs) or a LARGE bird (over 20 lbs).

	
	Winter
	Spring
	Summer
	Fall
	Nov
	Dec
	Your deposits

	Pork ~ $6 / lb

70-90 lbs whole

$50 deposit / order
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Lamb ~ $6 / lb

70-90 lbs whole

$50 deposit / order
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Beef ~ $5.50 / lb

Avg 600 lbs whole

$100 deposit / order
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Chickens ~ $5.50 / lb

Avg 4-6 lbs / bird

Max 10 birds / order

$10 deposit / bird
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Turkeys* ~ $6 / lb

Avg 10-30 lbs

$30 deposit / bird
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Your total deposits = 




farm@oakhillorganics.com • www.oakhillorganics.com • 503-474-7661


